January 
Literacy

No Excuse Spelling Words:
Week 1: Review
Week 2: see, man, do, us, saw
Week 3: has, day, into, play, mother
Week 4: get, big, like, come, went
CAFÉ (Reading Strategies):  Review of all strategies taught last term
Comprehension – Check for Understanding, Back Up and Reread, Monitor and Fix Up
Accuracy – Cross Checking
Fluency – Read “Good Fit Books”, Voracious Reading
Expanding Vocabulary –Tune In to Interesting words, Voracious Reading
Sounds:  oi/oy, er,  k, oa, ue  
Writing:

Ideas (on-going)
Organization (on-going)
Word Choice (on-going) 
Editing checklists

Persuasive writing

Introduce graphic organizers as a prewriting strategy (on-going)
Introduce prefixes and suffixes, capital letters for emphasis, beginning dictionary skills.

Conventions of Writing (on-going) ~ contractions, abbreviations, commas, question marks, exclamation marks, quotation marks, word endings
Math

This month we are beginning our third unit in Math: Addition and Subtraction to 18.  The learning goals for this unit are to:

· Develop and use mental math strategies to add and subtract two 1-digit numbers, including zero.

· Look for patterns in digits when adding and subtracting.

· Understand and use the relationship between addition and subtraction; 
for example, 2 + 7 = 9 and 9 – 7 = 2

· Find out if 2 sides of a number sentence are equal or not equal; 
for example, 10 = 6 + 4 and 3 + 6 ≠ 10.

We will meet these outcomes using a variety of activities which include whole class and small group instruction.  We use centers, games, journal entries, manipulatives, visuals, read aloud,  websites, and partner work.  The main math resource for this unit is “Math Makes Sense.”

You can help your child achieve these goals by exploring “real life” addition and subtraction situations at home.  
You & Your World


In You & Your World the focus in January is on exploring how and why physical environments change over time.  We will look at how people in the past and today depend on their environment to survive and to build communities.    
